Chapter 17:  Foreign Policy and National Defense

Section 1:  Foreign and Defense Policy:  An Overview

I. From Isolationism to Internationalism

A. Isolationism

1. A purposeful refusal to become generally involved in the affairs of the rest of the world

2. For our nation’s first 150 years, the United States was mainly concerned with domestic affairs

B. Internationalism

1. Over the past century, the United States has become more and more involved in foreign affairs

2. In the last decade, the United States has become the most powerful nation in the world, unmatched by any

3. Involved globally economically, politically, and militarily

II. Foreign Policy:  What It Is

A. Made up of all of the stands and actions that a nation takes in every aspect of its relationships with other countries—diplomatic, military, commercial, and all others

B. All of the Federal Government’s official statements and all of its actions as it conducts this nation’s foreign relations

1. Constantly changing

2. Must be defensive in nature, most of the time

III. The President’s Responsibilities

A. The President bears the major responsibility for both the making and conduct of foreign policy

Section 2:  The Departments of State and Defense

I. The State Department

A. The President’s right arm in foreign affairs

B. Headed by Secretary of State (Madeline Albright)

C. Duties

1. To the making and conduct of policy and to managing the work of the department, its many overseas posts, and its nearly 25,000 employees

II. Organization and Key Components

A. The Foreign Service

1. Consists of more that 4200 workers

2. Right of legation

a. The right to send and receive diplomatic representatives.  Every nation has this

B. Ambassadors

1. (American) The personal representative of the President of the United States, and he or she reports to the President through the Secretary of State

2. U.S. has an ambassador in each state it recognizes (over 160)

3. This can be a very sought after job

a. Often Presidents reward those loyal to him or those who helped financially 

4. Must keep the President fully informed of events in the host country, negotiate diplomatic agreements, protect the rights of American citizens abroad, and do whatever else is in the best interests of the United States

C. Special Diplomats

1. Those delegated to the UN and NATO, for example

D. Passports

1. A certificate issued by a government to its citizens who travel or live abroad

2. Entitle their holders to the privileges accorded to them by international custom and treaties

3. Visa

a. A permit to enter another state and must be obtained from the country one wishes to enter

III. Diplomatic Immunity

A. Every sovereign state is supreme within its own boundaries, and all persons or things found within its territory are subject to its jurisdiction

B. Diplomatic Immunity

1. Persons who are not subject to the laws of the state to which they are accredited

2. Cannot be arrested, sued, or taxed

3. Their official residences, embassies, cannot be entered or searched without their consent, and their official communications, papers, and other properties are also protected

4. There are exceptions to this

a. Iran hostage crisis in 1979

IV. The Defense Department

A. Civil Control of the Military

1. The framers feared a powerful military, therefore, they placed it under the control of the President and Congress

B. The Secretary of Defense

1. Responsibilities

a. President’s chief aide and adviser in making and carrying out defense policy

b. The operating head of the Defense Department

2. Pentagon

C. Chief Civilian Aides

1. Deputy Secretary

a. Directs the day-to-day operations of the department

b. Other civilians involved as well

D. Chief Military Aides

1. Five members of the Joint Chiefs of Staff

2. Chairman of the Joint Chiefs, the army chief of staff, the chief of naval operations, the commandant of the Marine Corps, and the air force chief of staff

V. The Military Departments

A. The Department of the Army

1. Largest and oldest of the armed forces

2. Ground-based force—must be ready to:

a. Defeat any attack on the United States itself

b. Take swift and forceful action to protect American interests in any other part of the world

B. The Department of the Navy

1. Responsibility is sea warfare and defense

2. Marine Corps is a part of the Navy

a. To seize or defend land bases from which the ships of the fleet and the navy and marine air arms can operate

b. To carry out other land operations essential to a naval campaign

VI. The Department of the Air Force

A. Established in 1947

B. First line of defense today

C. Responsibility for military air and aerospace operations

D. Probably the most important branch today

Section 3:  Other Foreign/Defense Policy Agencies

I. The Central Intelligence Agency

A. CIA

1. Major tasks

a. To coordinate the information-gathering activities of all State, Defense, and other federal agencies involved in the areas of foreign affairs and national defense

b. To analyze and evaluate all data collected by those agencies

c. To brief the President and the NSC

2. Also conducts its own worldwide intelligence operations

II. The United States Information Agency

A. Mission is to promote the image of the United States and to sell its policies and its way of life abroad

III. The National Aeronautics and Space Administration

A. Created in 1958 to handle this nation’s space programs in response to the Soviet Union’s first satellite Sputnik I
B. Research and military importance

C. Tragedy-1986  Challenger
IV. The United States Arms Control and Disarmament Agency

A. Responsible for American participation in arms limitations and disarmament negotiations with other nuclear powers

B. Work has centered on nuclear test ban and arms limitations talks

1. Strategic Arms Reduction Treaties of 1991 and 1993 (SALT)

a. U.S. and Russia agreed to very significant reductions in their long-range nuclear arsenals

2. Comprehensive Test Ban Treaty

a. 1996-signed by 126 nations

b. Would finally end all nuclear weapons test explosions-worldwide

c. Has not yet been ratified

V. The Selective Service System

A. Draft

1. Conscription, compulsory military service

2. 1940-1973

3. The draft law is still on the books

a. Law places military obligations on all males in the United States between the ages of 18 ½ and 26

b. All males must register with Selective Service when they turn 18

c. See Selective Service website to register

Section 4:  American Foreign Policy:  Past and Present

I. Foreign Policy from Independence Through WWI

A. The Monroe Doctrine

1. Given by President James Monroe in 1823

2. A Policy of isolationism

3. He declared that the U.S. would look on “any attempt on their (nations of Europe) part to extend their system to any portion of this hemisphere as dangerous to our peace and safety”

B. Continental Expansion

1. Following the Revolutionary War, the United States ran from the Great Lakes to Florida, and the Atlantic Ocean to the Mississippi River

2. Added land by:

a. Louisiana Purchase-1803

b. Florida Purchase-1819

c. “Manifest Destiny” reached 1846

d. Annexed Texas in 1845

e. Mexican secession in 1846-1848

f. Gadsden Purchase 1853

g. Alaska purchase 1867

C. The United States, a World Power

1. Following the Spanish-American War in 1898, the U.S. controlled the Philippines, Guam, Cuba (became independent under American protection), and Puerto Rico

D. The Good Neighbor Policy

1. Roosevelt Corollary to the Monroe Doctrine

a. The United States began to police Latin America in the early 1900’s

b. T. Roosevelt “Speak softly, carry a big stick”

2. FDR’s Good Neighbor Policy

a. A conscious attempt to win friends to the south

E. The Open Door in China

1. 1899-Secretary of State John Hay announced this country’s insistence on an “open door” regarding trade with China

2. China would remain independent and sovereign, and open to trade

3. Created conflict, especially with Japan, which lasted until the end of WWII

4. 1949-Communists seized China and relations with the U.S. were all but cut off

II. The Two World Wars

A. WWI

1. Germany’s submarine campaign against American shipping in the North Atlantic and the discovery of the Zimmermann Note forced the U.S. out of its isolationist stance in 1917

B. Between the wars

1. The Treaty of Versailles forced harsh terms on Germany, and their economy stumbled

2. Wilson, because of party politics, was unable to get the U.S. to join the League of Nations

3. The U.S. returned to isolationism

C. WWII

1. Ended America’s isolationist stance in foreign affairs to this day

2. Dec. 7, 1941-Pearl Harbor

3. U.S. and Soviet Union emerged as two superpowers

III. Foreign Policy from 1945 to Today

A. Peace through Collective Security

1. America hoped to forge a world community in which at least most nations would agree to act together against any nation that threatened the peace

2. 1945-United Nations created

a. To promote international cooperation and so “to save succeeding generations from the scourge of war...and to maintain international peace and security”

B. Deterrence

1. The policy of making America and its allies so militarily strong that its very strength will deter any attack

2. Begun by President Truman following WWII

IV. Resisting Soviet Aggression (Cold War)

Following WWII, the U.S. and Britain wanted to institute democratic governments in the Eastern European countries.  However, the Soviet Union quickly established Communist governments here, setting up an “Iron Curtain” separating East from West

A. The Truman Doctrine and Containment

1. 1947-“The policy of the United States to support free peoples who are resisting subjugation by armed minorities or outside pressures”

2. 1947-1980’s-Policy of Containment

a. If communism could be contained within its existing boundaries it would collapse under the weight of its internal weaknesses

B. The Berlin Blockade

1. Following WWII, Germany and its capital, Berlin, were divided into four sections to be controlled by Britain, France, U.S. (West), and the Soviet Union (East)

2. 1948-Soviets tried to take West Berlin by blocking any food and supplies entering the city. 

a. “Berlin Airlift”

C. Cuban Missile Crisis

1. 1962 U.S. and Soviet Union came close to nuclear war

2. Fidel Castro gained power in 1959 and quickly allied with the Soviet Union

a. USSR soon began shipping arms to Cuba, including nuclear missile sites

b. Aerial photographs showed this to be offensive in nature

3. JFK ordered a naval blockade of Cuba

a. Ordered that the U.S. would attack unless the existing missiles were removed

b. Weapons were removed after several tense days

D. The Korean War

1. Began June 25, 1950 when South Korea was attacked by communist North Korea

2. Lasted more that three years (ended July 27, 1953)

3. United Nations Command (U.S. and South Korea) vs. Soviet-trained and equipped North Korean and Communist Chinese troops

4. 157,530 U.S. casualties and $20 billion

5. Communists were turned back, Republic of Korea was saved

E. The War in Vietnam

1. French Indochina was divided into North Vietnam and South Vietnam in 1954

2. North (Communist-Viet Cong) almost immediately invaded the South

3. Eisenhower began sending economic and military aid to South, continued with Kennedy

4. President Johnson, in 1965, committed the United States to war in Vietnam

a. 1968-more than 540,000 Americans were involved

5. 1969-President Nixon began what he called the “Vietnamization” of the war—pulling out American troops over the next four years

6. 1973-last American troops were removed and a cease-fire was signed

7. 1975-North took over the South, became the Socialist Republic of Vietnam

8. Costs to the U.S.

a. $165 billion

b. 58,000 American lives

V. Detente and the Return to Containment

A. Detente
1. A relaxation of tensions

2. Begun by Nixon in 1972 with his historic trip to Beijing

3. Nixon signed SALT agreement with Soviet Union

4. Ended when the Soviets invaded Afghanistan in 1979

VI. The End of the Cold War

A. Led primarily by Reagan and Soviet leader Mikhail Gorbachev

1. Gorbachev-changed Soviet’s view towards America, he worked to reduce arms and levels of conventional forces

2. Cold War ended with the collapse of the Soviet Union in 1991

Section 5:  Foreign Aid, Defense Alliances, and the United Nations

I. Foreign Aid

A. Economic and military aid to other countries

B. Began with Lend-Lease program in WWII

C. Marshall Plan

1. Poured some $13.15 billion into 16 nations in Western Europe between 1948 and 1952

D. Foreign aid money must be used to buy American goods and services

E. Israel, Egypt, the Philippines, and Latin American countries have been largest beneficiaries

II. Security Through Alliances

A. Regional Security Alliances

1. The United States and the other countries involved have agreed to take collective action to meet aggression in a particular part of the world

2. NATO

a. North Atlantic Treaty Organization

b. Signed in 1949 by 19 countries

c. Formed to promote the collective defense of Western Europe, particularly against the threat of Soviet aggression

d. Each member agreed that “an armed attack against one or more of them in Europe or in North America shall be considered an attack against them all”

B. Other Alliances

1. See page 448

C. The United States and the Middle East

1. Middle East is oil-rich and conflict ridden

2. Israel

a. Established in 1948 as a Jewish homeland

b. Carved out of Palestine (and some land from Arab countries)

c. Camp David Accord (President Carter)

1) Israel and Egypt negotiated a peace treaty that ended more than 30 years of hostilities between the two

3. Iran

a. Anti-American, anti-Western

b. 1979-Iranian militants seized the American embassy in Teheran, and 52 Americans were held hostage for 444 days.  Their release was negotiated by new president, Ronald Reagan

c. War with Iraq (1980-1988)

1) Who did the U.S. support?

4. Gulf War

III. The United Nations

A. Formed in 1945 by 51 countries (victorious Allies)

IV. The UN Charter

A. UN was created “to save succeeding generations from the scourge of war”

B. Membership

1. 185 members today

2. Open to “peace-loving states” that accept the obligations of the charter and are able and willing to carry out those obligations

C. Basic Organization

1. Six principal organs

a. The General Assembly

1) Each member has a seat and a vote

2) Meets every year, usually in September

3) May propose amendments to the charter

b. The Security Council

1) Made up of 15 members

a) Five of them are permanent (U.S., Britain, France, Russia, and China).  China holds the former Soviet Union’s seat

b) 10 nonpermanent members are chosen by the General Assembly for 2 year terms

c) A negative vote by any one of the permanent members is enough to kill any substantive resolution

c. The Economic and Social Council

d. The Trusteeship Council

e. The International Court of Justice

f. The Secretariat

