Class Overview

What is Civics?

**How does government affect you each day?  List ten ways that government affects you at the age you currently are.**

Unit 1:  Foundations of American Citizenship

Chapter 1:  What is Civics?

Section 1:  Government of the People, by the People, for the People

Civics:  the study of citizenship and government (what it means to be an American citizen)

I. The Purposes of Government

A. Government

1. The power or authority that rules a country

2. Why do we need government?

3. What would society be like without government? (Anarchy)

B. What do governments do?

1. Makes laws

2. Makes sure people obey laws

3. Set up armed services, police forces, fire departments

4. Provides services (Social Security, education, road construction)

II. Levels of Government

A. National government

B. State governments

C. Local governments (examples?)

D. Each have specific powers

III. Dictatorship and Democracy

A. Dictatorship

1. A government in which one person or a small group of people controls the government

2. Leader or leaders has complete control over the lives of its citizens

3. Nazi Germany, Soviet Union, Cuba, China

B. Democracy

1. Government in which the citizens hold the power to rule and to make laws

IV. Two kinds of democracy

A. Direct Democracy

1. A true democracy

2. Every citizen participates in government directly (votes, debates, etc)

3. New England Town Hall Meetings

B. Representative Democracy

1. The citizens’ representatives carry on the work of government

2. People elect representatives to act on their behalf

Section 2:  We the People

How has our country grown from fewer than 4 million people in 1787 to over 270 million people today?

I. Early Americans

A. Native Americans

II. U.S. Immigration Policy

A. “Open-shore Policy”

B. In the 1920’s we established a quota (why?)

1. Set at 675,000 after 1995

C. Immigration Act of 1990

1. Established the quota

III. Citizenship by Birth

A. Native born citizens

B. Through parents

C. Other cases

IV. Aliens in the U.S.

A. These are citizens of other countries here legally (noncitizens)

B. Must obey laws of the U.S.

C. Cannot vote, hold public office, or work in certain jobs

D. Must be registered with the INS (Immigration and Naturalization Service)

V. Illegal Aliens

A. No one knows for sure how many are in the country

B. Where do they come from?

C. Why do they come here?

D. Some will be deported (sent back to their own country)

VI. Naturalization

A. The process by which aliens become citizens

B. Four steps

1. Declaration of Intention

2. Application for Naturalization

a. Usually have to live in the U.S. for five years

3. Examination (See sample questions)

4. Final Hearing

C. Other Criteria

1. No criminal record

2. Live here five years before taking steps toward naturalization

a. In that time, prove they can hold a job

b. If married to a U.S. citizen, the wait is 3 years

*If a naturalized citizen has children under 18, the children become citizens as well*

VII. Loss of Citizenship

A. If a citizen of the U.S. becomes a citizen of another country

B. Citizenship is forever

Section 3:  Who Are Americans?

Census:  A detailed count of the population, done every 10 years by the Census Bureau


The census tells us a number of things:

1. Average size of household

2. Where people are living

3. Rate of population growth

I. Changes in Immigration

A. U.S. is often called a “nation of immigrants”

1. E. Pluribus unum (Out of many, one)

B. Early European Settlers

1. First permanent European settlers were from Spain in the 1500’s

2. In the 1600’s, French and English settlers came here

a. French in Canada and along Mississippi River

b. English on the East Coast, established 13 colonies

C. Other Immigrants

1. Africans

a. Brought against their will to be sold as slaves

2. As the country grew, all of these cultures began to mix and relate with one another

D. The Great Immigration

1. To escape poor economic conditions in Europe, many saw America as the “land of opportunity”

2. 600,000 in the 1830’s

3. 2 million in the 1850’s

4. 1860-1890—more than 10 million Europeans, primarily from Norway, Sweden, and Denmark

5. As jobs and land became harder to come by, the government restricted immigration

E. Immigration Today

1. Limited to 675,000 per year

2. Refugees

a. People who have lost their homes because of war, famine, or political oppression

F. The U.S. is referred to as a “Melting Pot”

1. What do you think this means?

Video “Destination America”

System of Preferences:

1. Priority is given to family members of U.S. citizens

2. Family members of lawfully admitted aliens

3. Members of professions in the arts and sciences

4. Skilled and unskilled workers who fill a labor shortage in the United States

II. Growth of United States Population

A. There are three ways a population can grow

1. If the birthrate is higher than the deathrate

2. By adding new territory

3. Through immigration

B. America’s population first grew through immigration, then by adding new territory, and continues to grow today because the birthrate is higher than the deathrate

III. Shifts in American Population

Migration—mass movement of people from one area to another


A. Beginning in the 1800’s people began moving from rural areas to urban areas—WHY?

B. More than 75% of the U.S. population lives in metropolitan areas

C. Today, the population is moving from urban areas to suburban areas

D. People today are moving to the Sunbelt

1. States that are growing include Florida, Texas, Arizona, and Nevada

2. People are moving away from the Midwest and Northeast

3. Page 23 shows the growth rates of states

IV. A Changing Nation

A. The U.S. has an older population than many countries

1. “Baby Boomers”-people born in the years following WWII

2. Ages 25-64 make up half of the nation’s population

B. More women are taking jobs outside the home (own 30% of all businesses)

1. Today more than 60 million work outside of the home

2. Many are college educated

C. Country is growing

