Chapter 4:  The Bill of Rights

Section 1:  The First 10 Amendments

I. The First Amendment (1791)

A. “Congress shall make no law respecting an establishment of religion, or prohibiting the free exercise thereof; or abridging the freedom of speech, or of the press, or the right of the people peaceably to assemble, and to petition the government for a redress of grievances.”

II. Protecting Against Abuses of Power

A. The Second Amendment

1. Protects the right to bear arms

2. Is this necessary today?

B. The Third Amendment

1. No Quartering of Soldiers

C. Fourth Amendment

1. Protects against illegal searches and seizures

2. Need a Search Warrant
3. *Also helps police ensure that evidence will be allowed in court

D. Fifth Amendment

1. Protects rights of people accused of a crime

2. Due Process

a. Following procedures established by law and guaranteed by the Constitution

3. Pleading the Fifth

a. Protects against self-incrimination

4. Indicted

a. Formally accused of a crime

5. Double Jeopardy

a. People who are accused of a crime and judged not guilty may not be put on trial again for the same crime

6. Eminent Domain

a. The right of government to take private property for public use

E. Sixth Amendment

1. Guarantees a prompt, public trial by a jury

F. Seventh Amendment

1. Jury trial for cases involving money or property (civil)

G. Eighth Amendment

1. Court cannot set excessive bail

a. A sum of money paid to make sure that the accused person will appear in court for the trial

III. Protecting Other Rights

A. Ninth Amendment

1. People enjoy many other basic rights other than those stated

B. Tenth Amendment

1. Reserves many powers for the states and the people

Section 2:  The First Amendment

I. Freedom of Speech

A. The right to express ideas and opinions through speech

B. Slander

1. Knowingly making false statements that hurt another person’s reputation

C. Treason

1. Giving military secrets to enemies of the United States

D. Extending Free Speech

1. Can mean art, music, or even styles of clothing

2. Spoken, symbolic, or speech-plus

3. Often referred to as “freedom of expression”

II. Freedom of Religion

A. Establishment Clause

1. “Congress shall make no law respecting an establishment of religion”

2. Forbids Congress from establishing a state religion

3. Through Supreme Court decisions, a separation of church and state has been created

4. What does this mean?

B. Free Exercise Clause

1. “or prohibiting the free exercise thereof”

2. Allows anyone to practice religion, or none at all

3. How is this limited?

	pros·e·ly·tize   
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v. pros·e·ly·tized, pros·e·ly·tiz·ing, pros·e·ly·tiz·es 
v. intr. 

1. To induce someone to convert to one's own religious faith. 

2. To induce someone to join one's own political party or to espouse one's doctrine


sec·u·lar   

 ( P )  Pronunciation Key  (s[image: image8.png]


k[image: image9.png]


y[image: image10.png]


-l[image: image11.png]


r)
adj. 

1. Worldly rather than spiritual. 

2. Not specifically relating to religion or to a religious body: secular music. 

3. Relating to or advocating secularism. 

4. Not bound by monastic restrictions, especially not belonging to a religious order. Used of the clergy. 

5. Occurring or observed once in an age or century. 

6. Lasting from century to century. 

III. Freedom of the Press

A. Freedom to express ideas in writing

B. Resulted from colonial times

C. Libel

1. Writing false statements that damage a person’s reputation

IV. Freedom of Assembly

A. Protects our right to assemble in groups for any reason, so long as the assemblies are peaceful

B. Governments may make rules about when and where such activities can be held, but they cannot ban them

V. Right to Petition

A. Petition

1. A formal request

2. Usually refers to the right to express our ideas to the government

VI. Limits to these freedoms

A. Cannot break the law

B. The first amendment does not allow unlimited freedom

Questions:  Los Angeles case

1.What did the 1997 ordinance state?

2.How many city governments have such a law?

3. Why did Chief Justice Ronald George say the law was constitutional?

4. What three limitations have been put on other cases that limit the freedom of expression?

5.  What do you think?


Oregon case:

1.What was the decision in the case?

2. How much money did Lois Stranahan lose in the decision?

3. Do you agree or disagree with the decision?

Section 3:  The Bill of Rights Extended (page 114)

Because of the flexibility of the Constitution, it has only been amended 27 times

I. Civil War Amendments

A. 13th Amendment (1865)

1.  Officially ended slavery in the United States

B. 14th Amendment (1868)

1. Required every state to grant its citizens “equal protection of the laws”

2. Defined a U.S. citizen as anyone “born or naturalized in the U.S.”

3. Forbids state governments from interfering with the “privileges or immunities of citizens of the U.S.”

4. Civil Rights—rights of all citizens

C. 15th Amendment (1870)

1. Granted African Americans the right to vote (suffrage)

2. Many states still restricted their right to vote (poll tax, literacy tests)

II. Voting Rights and Elections

A. 17th Amendment (1913)

1. Allowed for direct election of U.S. Senators

2. How were they elected before?

B. 19th Amendment (1920)

1. Gave women the right to vote

2. Wyoming was first territory to grant women the right to vote

C. 23rd Amendment (1961)

1. Granted residents of the District of Columbia the right to vote for President and Vice President

2. Given 3 electoral votes

D. 24th Amendment (1964)

1. Made poll taxes illegal in national elections (2 years later in state elections as well)

E. 26th Amendment (1971)

1. Lowered the minimum voting age to 18 for all national, state, and local elections

2. A response to Vietnam

